CGTO representatives examine the revegetation site at Area 5.
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involvement from the tribal groups. Arnold
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The site visit was integral to the

According to Scott Wade, Assistant

believes this commitment goes both ways,

activities at DOE facilities across the United

CGTO’s recommendations, said Arnold.

stating that the tribal groups and NNSS

States.

“It’s important for tribal people to see,

can’t be divided on issues concerning

NNSS attempted to revegetate portions

feel, communicate, and interact with the

the land. “We need to be all on the same

of the acreage three times between 2011

land,” he explained. Between meetings,
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and 2015, but despite varying methods of

the CGTO representatives considered
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irrigation and seeding, and no contaminants

the information presented by the NNSS,
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present in the topsoil, native plants failed
to flourish. In 2016, NNSS turned to the
CGTO to incorporate the knowledge and
wisdom gained from traditions and practical
skills passed down for generations.
Two CGTO members from each of
three broad ethnic groups worked on the
project along with CGTO spokesperson
Richard Arnold and ethnoecologist Dr.
Jeremy Spoon of Portland State University
Department of Anthropology.

28

Arnold agreed they were the right group
for the job, stating, “The land is out of

CGTO representatives with staff from DOE/NFO, DRI, and Portland State University at the NNSS.

